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Dear parents /carers,				
We hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas break filled with joy and rest! We wish you all health and happiness for the year ahead. As we return to school for the spring term, we have endeavoured to create a curriculum that is exciting and engaging in order to motivate the children. Please read this letter and our curriculum overview to explore our learning for the term.

Important information
Please ensure your child comes to school in full uniform (See uniform policy), a filled bottle with water only, their reading book and reading record. As we are in the middle of winter, please remember to send your child into school with a coat every day! 

PE
During PE days, your child can wear their PE Kit to school (See uniform policy). Please note, children should not wear jewellery or watches during PE. If your child has earrings, please remove them before arriving at school. If they cannot be removed, please provide tape for your child to safely take part in their learning. PE is a crucial subject and should be accessed by all children each week. Please ensure they are dressed warm enough for indoor and outdoor PE and the remainder of the day.
Willow PE days are Monday and Wednesday
Holly PE days are Tuesday and Friday

Reading
We are continuing to use the scheme called ‘Accelerated Reader’ in our reading sessions this year. We ask for your support in ensuring the children read at home and change their library books at least weekly. Reading records are looked at by staff every Monday – please try to aim for four reads a week minimum. Once they have read their library book at home, they will then complete a short book quiz in school to check their understanding; it is important this is done as soon as possible after having read the book.  
This year, we are also continuing to use ‘Read, Write, Inc’ to support those children who need additional phonics help and, if this applies to your child, then they will bring home a Read, Write, Inc book aligned with their level, which should be read four times before being returned. If applicable, please continue to make use frequent of the RWI videos shared previously.

Homework
This half term homework will the following:
· Reading 4 times a week – please record this in your child’s reading diary – this will be checked and the number of reads recorded every Monday. 
· TT Rockstars/ Times table practice – Practice as much as you can to support learning and in preparation for the Y4 multiplication check.



Trips / visitors
We are hoping to have a selection of visitors attend our school to enrich our learning across different subjects. Please have a look at our Spring Term Curriculum Overview to see our learning for the term. We will update you throughout the term as these take place.

Plea for recyclables 
As part of our DT topic (please see curriculum overview), we require your child to design and create a strong structured shell which can house an object of their choice. We are aiming to begin this topic from the start of February. We would greatly appreciate it if you could find, keep or bring in any materials which could be suitable for this. Examples could include:
· Cardboard (e.g. cereal boxes)
· Paper/ plastic straws

Contact
We are happy to support you as best as we can and should you have any queries or questions, we will be on the door each day. 
Other ways to contact us is via the class email holly@st-margarets.torbay.sch.uk  or willow@st-margarets.torbay.sch.uk. You can also contact the school office on adminteam@st-margarets.torbay.sch.uk with urgent matters or more general enquiries.

Warmest wishes. 
Mr Booth, Miss Miller and the Year 3 Team. 
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