
Was Jesus the messiah? 

Key skills 

Discerning—be able to use 

some evidence and examples, 

to  show how and why people 

put their beliefs into practice 

in different ways, e.g. in-

different communities, de-

nominations or cultures  

Analysing— reflect on and 

articulate  some lessons peo-

ple might gain from the be-

liefs/practices studied, includ-

ing their own responses, rec-

ognising that others may 

think differently  

 

Outcomes 

The situation: 

The People of God were taken into exile 

in Babylon in 586BCE. They return 

after about 50 years, but their Prom-

ised Land is still occupied by foreign 

forces. They begin to have a New Hope 

— God will rescue them! He will send 

a rescuer, a saviour — a Chosen One 

or Messiah. This is the situation when 

the Old Testament ends. However, the 

land remains occupied by different 

forces — at the start of the New Testa-

ment, this is by the beastly Romans. 

The people have been waiting a long 

time — and some are despairing, but 

some still hope. 


